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The DfE has asked schools to work with families and local authorities to secure a return to regular 

school attendance from September 2020. This means from that point, the usual rules on school 

attendance will apply, including: 

● parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil 

at school, and they are of compulsory school age; 

● schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

● the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 

conduct. This means that every child is expected to attend school unless they fall into one of the 

following groups: 

● They are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves or are a close 

contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

● They are under the care of a specialist health professional who does not recommend a return to 

school. 

● There is a local lockdown on the advice of Public Health England which relates specifically to either 

the home address or school of the pupils attending the academy 

1. We are looking forward to welcoming all pupils back in September. We recognise that some families 

and pupils may be nervous about returning to school. We would like to reassure you that we are here to 

support you and your family and will do our utmost to help your child return to learning on the school 

site and to enjoy being with his or her friends again. Our staff are available to discuss any concerns with 

you.  

2. Our close of registration times from September 2020 are: 9.30am 

Pupils may be marked with an unauthorised Late absence if they arrive after the close of register unless 

we agree that the absence can be authorised for other reasons. Please always tell us why your child is 

late 

3. All parents should contact us in the usual way if their child every day that the child will be absent 

from school for any reason. Absences will be coded accordingly following DfE guidance. Legal action can 

still be taken for unauthorised absence. 

4. If a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health 

advice (as in the 3 identified groups above) , we will immediately provide access to remote education 

and will monitor the pupil’s engagement with this activity. Other absences will be dealt with in the usual 

way and we will be contacting families as needed. 

5. The government has not relaxed the rules on term time holidays from September. The latest 

guidance states: ‘Many families will want to take a holiday over the summer period, which may involve 

travelling abroad. As ever, parents should plan their holidays within school and college holidays and 

avoid seeking permission to take their children out of school during term time.’  



 
 

Parents should request leave of absence in the usual way.   A Penalty Notice can be requested from the 

Local Authority for unauthorised holiday absence. 
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